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1.0 Summary 
 
1.1 Members are asked to consider whether or not to grant an application for the 

renewal of a private hire vehicle licence. 
 
2.0 Procedure 
 
2.1 The procedure for licensing hearings is attached as an Annex to the Agenda. 
 
3.0 Background 
 
3.1 Chris and Diane Nicholson are the joint holders of a private hire vehicle licence 

(plate number PH19) in respect of a Mercedes E Class vehicle registration mark 
LT59 CWR.  The vehicle has been licensed since 16 February 2016. 

 
3.2 On 10 February 2020, The council’s Licensing and Appeals Hearings Panel 

resolved to renew the licence in respect of Mr & Mrs Nicholson’s vehicle having 
concluded that, in spite of the vehicle’s age, the mechanical condition of the 
vehicle, the quality of the vehicle and its exceptional appearance, along with the 
comparatively low mileage, would adequately promote the Council’s policy 
objectives in relation to standards, reliability and safety of licensed vehicles. The 
record of the decision is attached at Annex A. 

 
3.3 The current licence is due to expire on 31 January 2021. A copy of the current 

licence is attached at Annex B. However, a renewal application was lodged on 27 
January 2021. Public hire journeys are authorised between the date of the 
application and the date of determination. Effectively, the applicant may exercise 
continuation rights until such time as a decision is made in relation to the renewal.  
A copy of the application form is attached at Annex C. 

 
3.4 On 27 January 2021, the applicant produced an email and a service history to 

support the application. A copy of the email and the service history are attached at 
Annex D and Annex E respectively. 



3.5 All applicants are required to produce the following documents before a licence will 
be renewed: 

 • proof that the licensing authority’s testing arrangements have been satisfied 
(i.e. a test paper completed and signed by a Hambleton-based VOSA-
accredited testing station); and 

 • a current vehicle insurance certificate or cover note which includes the 
carriage of passengers for private hire. 

 
3.6 The applicant has produced the requisite documents identified in paragraph 3.4 

and copies are attached at Annex F and Annex G. The documents have been 
accepted and validated by licensing officers. 

 
3.7 The MOT history of the vehicle has been taken from the GOV.UK website and is 

attached at Annex H. 
 
3.8 The most recent data shows that, on 25 January 2021, the recorded mileage was 

106,989 miles. 
 
3.9 According to the registration document, attached at Annex I, the vehicle in 

question was first registered on 1st September 2009. 
 
4.0 Policy Considerations 
 
4.1 In carrying out its licensing functions, the Panel should have regard to the council’s 

Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licensing Policy. 
 
4.2 In accordance with paragraph 3.2.1 of the policy, the council imposes general age 

limits in respect of private hire vehicles. In the case of renewal applications 
pertaining to vehicles licensed prior to 31 December 2019, the relevant age limit is 
10 years. The vehicle in question surpassed this age limit 17 months ago. 

 
4.3 The Licensing Committee approved the adoption of an age policy to promote 

public safety, reliability and improved high standards of hackney carriage and 
private hire services in the district. 

 
4.4 The council’s policy can (and is generally likely to) affect the outcome of the 

decision in most cases and this is entirely lawful. The policy is a means of securing 
a consistent approach to individual cases. 

 
4.5 Each case must be considered in the light of the policy but not so that the policy 

automatically determines the outcome. 
 
4.6 The policy allows for exceptions to be made by placing a requirement on the 

licensing authority to consider each application on its individual merits and to 
depart from the general policy where the specific circumstances of a case justify 
making an exception. 

 
4.7 The onus is on the applicant to demonstrate that any such exception should be 

made. 
 



5.0 Determination by the Panel 
 
5.1 Members are advised to take one of the following steps: 
 

5.1.1 The Panel may conclude that the specific circumstances of the applicant’s 
individual case justify making an exception from the general policy, in which 
case, the Panel may grant the application; or 

 
5.1.2 The Panel may refuse to renew the licence on the grounds of any 

reasonable cause. 
 

 
Gary Nelson 
Director of Law and Governance (Monitoring Officer) 
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Minutes of the meeting of the Licensing and 
Appeals Hearings Panel held at 9.30 am on 

Monday, 10th February, 2020 at Main 
Committee Room, Civic Centre, Stone 

Cross, Rotary Way, Northallerton, DL6 2UU  

Present

Councillor R Kirk (in the Chair)

Councillor C A Dickinson Councillor K G Hardisty

LAHP.13 Application for the Renewal of a Private Hire Vehicle Licence - Chris 
and Diane Nicholson - PH19

All Wards

The subject of the decision: 

The Director of Law and Governance asked the Panel to consider whether to 
grant or refuse an application for the renewal of a private hire vehicle licence, 
a Mercedes E Class registration mark LT59 CWR.

Alternative options considered: 

The Panel considered refusing the application but concluded that the specific 
circumstances of the case were sufficient to justify a departure from the 
Council’s Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licensing Policy.

The reason for the decision: 

The Panel considered the officer’s report, the applicant’s representations, the 
Council’s Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licensing Policy and the 
relevant legislation.

The Panel noted that the vehicle in question satisfied the mechanical 
standards set out in the Council’s Policy.  However, the vehicle reached the 
general ten year age limit (as prescribed by the Policy) in September 2019.

The Panel noted that Mercedes is recognised as a manufacturer of luxury 
vehicles.  The applicant informed the Panel that the vehicle is well-
maintained and offers a reliable, comfortable luxury car for its passengers.  
The applicant told the Panel that the vehicle is mainly used for school 
contract work and the mileage is less than 20,000 miles per annum.

The applicant invited the Panel to consider the exceptional circumstances of 
his case on the basis of the vehicle’s quality, appearance and condition.
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LICENSING AND APPEALS HEARINGS PANEL
10 February 2020

The Panel considered the vehicle’s MOT history.  The Panel acknowledged 
that all MOT tests had been passed with very few advisory notice items 
recorded and regular services had been carried out.  The Panel was 
therefore satisfied that the mechanical condition of the vehicle was 
maintained to a high standard.  The Panel also noted that the recorded 
mileage of the vehicle was relatively low and the vehicle had accumulated 
16,000 miles since August 2018. 

The Panel inspected the vehicle and was impressed by its appearance.  The 
Panel was therefore satisfied that the quality of the vehicle would surpass the 
expectations of the travelling public.

Ultimately, the Panel was asked to consider whether or not to grant a licence 
in respect of a vehicle that exceeded the general age limit prescribed by the 
Council’s Policy.  The Panel noted that the age limit was adopted in order to 
promote public safety, reliability and improved high standards of hackney 
carriage and private hire services in the district.

In conclusion, the Panel was satisfied that the mechanical condition of the 
vehicle, the quality of the vehicle and its appearance would adequately 
promote the Council’s policy objectives in relation to standards, reliability and 
safety of licensed vehicles.

The Decision:

Taking account of the above and having given appropriate weight to the 
evidence, the Panel was satisfied that the application could be granted 
without undermining the policy objectives.  Therefore, the Panel decided to 
grant the application.

The meeting closed at 9.55 am

___________________________
Chairman of the Panel
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